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Welcome to the National Office for Vocation Liturgy for Families at home. This can be 

prayed at anytime throughout the celebrations of the World Meeting of Families, or 

even each day, to bring the family together in prayer united with the world. Pope 

Francis themed the World Meeting of Families as “Family love: a vocation and Path to 

Holiness”. The encouragement of prayer and liturgy begins this path, bringing all 

members of the family closer to Christ and developing a deeper understanding of the 

role they play as members of the body of Church.  

Let us begin this time of prayer by setting the scene in our homes. Here are some 

helpful tips to get you started: 

1. Find a quite space in the home where all the family can gather. 

2. Light a candle(s) before you begin. This shows the importance of light, and that 

the Liturgy will be focused on Christ bringing light to our world.  

3. Find a Crucifix and place this at the centre with the candles around it to act as 

a focal point for prayer reminding the family of the death and Resurrection of 

Christ.   

4. Open the Bible at the right piece of Scripture so that it is easy for anyone to pick 

up.  

5. Place any other images to help in prayer such as icons, which can help with a 

visual meditative reflection.  

6. You could consider other items that can help the family go deeper into prayer 

such as incense, rosaries, or water.  

7. Music – Find some music to use that is relevant to prayer. This could be a hymn, 

some Taize music or a particular song.  

Liturgy: 

Leader: Let us begin by making the Sign of the Cross: 

  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Leader: Let us give thanks for each member of our family and God’s family as 

we bring together all our intensions in prayer today.  

 (Pause for silence for 1minute to bring to mind all family members) 

 

Leader: Let us pray: 

 Almighty God, 

 We thank you for the vocation of family life, 

 For grandmothers and grandfathers, 

 mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters, 

 and all our extended family members. 

 For their gifts and talents, 

 their love and care. 



 We pray that all members of our family 

 open their hearts to your calling  

 and your will day by day, 

 to follow you more closely. 

 We pray for deceased members of our family, 

 that they have reached their ultimate vocation 

 of holiness with you in heaven.  

 We bring this prayer together in your name. 

 Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading 

 

Leader: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

(Romans 12:4-16 ESV)1 

 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the 

same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 

one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use 

them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who 

teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads with zeal; the one who does acts of 

mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another 

with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honour. Do not be slothful in 

zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 

 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Short pause for moment of reflection: 

Play the World Meeting of Families Hymn:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azxWQhz2xzA  

Or find this at the World Meeting of Families website: www.romefamily2022.com 

 

Reflection taken from the World Meeting of Families Catechesis (Catechesis 

Number 1 – The Vocation of Family) 

 

Go to: https://www.romefamily2022.com/en/catechesi-vocazione/ and read to the 

family as a reflection.  

 
1 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A4-16&version=ESV  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azxWQhz2xzA
http://www.romefamily2022.com/
https://www.romefamily2022.com/en/catechesi-vocazione/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A4-16&version=ESV


Recommended section: One’s Name 

 

Family Affirmation Prayer: 

 

Each member of the family has a post-it note, piece of paper (or similar) and writes a 

positive word about the family on it. These are then placed around the crucifix and can 

just read in a time of quite reflection by each the family members.  

 

Short prayers: 

Dear Lord, we pray for our family, that through love and care we can bring each other 

to Holiness, by our words, thoughts and actions. 

 

We pray for the family of the Church, that through love and unity, we can bear witness 

to the love of God and bring peace to our communities.  

 

We pray for broken families, that all hurts can be put aside so that children may flourish 

and know they are loved.  

 

We pray for all our family members who have died, (state names), that each of them 

is taken into your loving care and is able to share in the fulness of your Resurrection.  

 

We pray that each family member will hear your call to follow you, and open their 

hearts to say ‘yes’ as Mary did… as we ask for her intercession and say together… 

 

All:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  

Blessed art though amongst women and  

blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners  

now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen.  

 

Leader:  Let us now pray in silence for our own person prayer. 

  (Pause for a moment of silence)  

 

Leader: Let us give thanks for this home, our family and each of its members. 

All:  We thank you Lord. 

 

Leader:  Let us pray the World Meeting of Families Prayer: 

 

  Heavenly Father, 

We come before You to praise You 

and to thank You for the great gift of the family. 

We pray to You for all families 

consecrated by the Sacrament of Matrimony. 

May they rediscover each day the grace they have received, 

and as small domestic Churches, 



may they know how to witness to your Presence 

and to the love with which Christ loves the Church. 

We pray to You for all families faced with difficulty and suffering 

caused by illness or circumstances of which only You know. 

Sustain them and make them aware 

of the path to holiness upon which You call them, 

so that they might experience your infinite Mercy 

and find new ways to grow in love. 

We pray to You for children and young people: 

may they encounter You and respond joyfully 

to the vocation You have in mind for them; 

We pray for parents and grandparents: may they be aware 

that they are signs of the fatherhood and motherhood of God 

in caring for the children who, in body and spirit, You entrust to them; 

for the experience of fraternity that the family can give to the world. 

Lord, grant that each family 

might live their specific vocation to holiness in the Church 

as a call to become missionary disciples,  

in the service of life and peace, 

in communion with our priests, 

religious, and all vocations in the Church. 

Bless the World Meeting of Families. 

All:  Amen.  

 

Leader: Our Lady Queen of Peace 

All:  Pray for us 

 

Leader: St Joseph 

All:  Pray for us 

 

Leader: Sts Anne and Joachim, Grandparents of Jesus 

All:  Pray for us 

 

Leader: Sts Louis and Zelie Martin 

All:  Pray for us 

 

Leader: Pope St John Paul II 

All:  Pray for us 

 

Leader: Our Lady of Fatima 

All:  Pray for us 

 

Leader: St Gianna Molla 

All:  Pray for us 

 

Leader:  All Holy Men and Women 



All:  Pray for us 

 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of The Son, and of The Holy Spirit. 

  Amen.  

 

Hymn: Choose a hymn or song of celebration to finish the prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


