Virtual Religious Community

 

 

This activity involves pupils working in small groups to establish their own ‘virtual’ religious community. It is aimed at pupils who are in Year 11, 12 or 13, but can be adapted for other ages.
 

Each group should work in relative isolation so that ideas are not ‘lifted’ from or by other groups. Each group should be given the opportunity to share their idea with others once they have completed the task.

 

The exercise has several parts to it which can be used according to time constraints, or over a couple of lessons.

 

Ideally, the National Office for Vocation would like feedback from individual schools about their ideas for Part 1. This will be used to gather information about how young people perceive religious life today.

 

The aim of this exercise is to make pupils aware that 

 

· Religious communities differ vastly in mission and way of life as well as the individuals who make up the community.

· Many communities were established to meet a real need of the current moment

· Religious orders and communities have played an important role in the Church’s history and have a changing, but vital, part to play now and in the future.

· Living in community has unique challenges and communities have to deal with many of the domestic issues any normal household comes across in daily life. It can also be very satisfying.

· The religious life is a unique and fulfilling way of living the Christian life.

· They might feel called to join one in the future.

 

Part 1

 

Items needed:

A copy of the Instruction Sheet for each group

Large sheet of paper or card for each group plus coloured felt tips

 

Introduce the first part of the exercise as follows:

 

Ask pupils what springs to mind when they hear nuns or monks mentioned. Try to elicit some positive comments!

 

Point out that individuals and groups have always dedicated themselves to God in a special way since the Church’s earliest days. A bit like John the Baptist, who lived in the desert, removed from ordinary life.

 

Initially there were hermits who went off themselves to live in solitude to think and pray. Eventually some hermits began to form into small, loose communes. Some of these evolved into more permanent communities.

 

Over the centuries, various religious communities have been formed. If pupils have already researched particular communities, you might draw attention to these. Alternatively, you might ask if they have heard of Benedictines, Jesuits, Dominicans, Franciscans, Salesians of Don Bosco etc.

 

What is significant about these is that whilst they are all mainstream Catholic groups, these religious communities are all based around the vision and spirituality of a particular founder – St Benedict, Ignatius of Loyola, St Dominic etc. (These people were not saints at the time, but were given the title later on).

 

Each of these founders gathered people round them with a particular idea in mind. Often this was to do something that was needed at the time. For example, Don Bosco saw that young boys were being neglected in the industrial city of Turin and wanted to do something about it. Jeanne Jugan saw there was a need to look after old people in the days before nursing homes and pensions, so she set up the Little Sisters of the Poor whose work it has been to look after the elderly in need.

 

These two factors are at the heart of the foundation of all religious communities: 1) the rule and vision of the founder 2) the need or reason why the community was set up.

 

(Homework idea – research a religious community. Who founded it and what was the need it was set up to meet. Typing ‘Religious Communities’ into a search engine is a good starting point)

 

Although some communities are quite old and well-established, other new groups are also springing up all over the world. For example, not so long ago, a group was set up in the Bronx in New York to work amongst the poor. One of their priests talks to young people about Jesus using rap.

 

Introduce the exercise:

 

I would like you to imagine that you have set up a new religious community. In order to do this there a number of things you need to consider, such as what kind of work your community will do, who will be allowed to join, where you will be based, among other things. I will give you an Instruction Sheet, and you are going to work in groups to so this. 

 

Split the pupils up into groups as appropriate.

 

Religious Community

 

Exercise

Create your own virtual religious community

 

Background 
Many of the religious communities that exist in the Church       are based on the vision of a founder and a recognised need.

 

Your Task 

To create a virtual religious community as a group. You will 


need to feedback your ideas to other groups.

 

 

You will need to consider the following amongst other things:

 

· What kind of religious community will you be: one that works in the community, one that works abroad on missionary work or one that spends time in quiet prayer?

 

· Describe your community’s work or mission

· What age will your members be (will there be a minimum and maximum age for entry)

· Will you accept members either single or married?

· How (and who) will you try to get to join?

· What will be your admission criteria for new members?

· Will someone be in charge? What qualities will the leader need to have?

· What will be expected of members in terms of commitments?

· How will you finance the day-to-day life of the community as well as provide for future needs?

· Will there be any particular promises/vows to be made?

· Are you a community of men/ women/ mixed secular?

· Give your community a name.

 

 

In the feedback, you might want to get people for reflect further on the issues. For example to make a distinction between recruitment and vocation.

 

 

Please feedback the results of this part of the exercise to the National Office for Vocation website www.ukvocation.org/virtualcommunity.html before October 2006.

 

 

Part 2

 

If you want to push the group a bit further into the exercise, copy and cut out the sections beneath. This can be used like ‘Chance’ cards in Monopoly to encourage discussion and you can add your own ideas.

 

 

	 

Somebody has left a sum of money to the community. How will you best spend it to help your community fulfil its work and mission?

1.
A car and driving lessons.

2.
Computers I.T. equipment

3.
Marketing/ promotional costs

4.
Something else

 
	Someone donates a building for your community to live in. You have the opportunity to design a chapel.

 

What would it look like inside, and what features would it have?

 

How often would those in your community be expected to go there to pray either alone or as a group?

 

	 

 

 

Would there be any spiritual value in ensuring your group was environmentally-friendly?

 

 

What might you do?
	 

What kind of courses/study/training would you like members of your community to have?

 

 

 

Would everyone do the same or would you want different skills?

 

 


 

 

 

Part 3

 

1) Discuss if the community would have a special uniform (habit) or not? If so, design one. Perhaps challenge the pupils if they use designer labels – is this the message you want to send out to others?

2) Design a logo or coat of arms and choose a motto. Perhaps even look up on the Internet which Saint might best sum up your work and mission, and therefore be your patron.

 


www.catholic-forum.com/saints/patron02.htm

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

