Primary School Assembly -2

 

 

 “Dream the impossible dream”

 

An assembly for primary children encouraging them to think of the person they can be and God’s call in their lives.

 

Can anyone tell me what big event is taking place in June (2006)? If necessary give clues about football and the different nations of the world.

 

Playing for your national team is probably the greatest achievements in a footballer’s career, except perhaps actually winning the World Cup.

 

When they were children, many of the people who are big names in sport today probably imagined themselves as being able to achieve something special and win a cup or a medal in the sport they were good at.

 

When it was announced that London would host the 2012 Olympics last summer, a television camera crew went into local schools in London and asked the pupils what they hoped to be doing in 2012. Some of the ones in secondary school, who will be nearly 20 years old in 2012, said that they hoped to be able to compete for their country in an event.

 

I suppose we all have things that we think we would like to do or to be when we are older. We might call these ambitions or dreams. It might be that there is a particular job you can see yourself doing, or possibly something you would like to do like a parachute jump, or swimming with dolphins. Maybe there is somewhere you would like to go on holiday.

 

Ask the pupils to reflect on what dreams they have. Perhaps ask them what they would like to be doing or have achieved by the time they are 18, 30 and 40. Maybe a few can be shared out loud, or written into thought bubbles to be displayed.

 

Sometimes our dreams can come true; sometimes they might not; sometimes things will work out completely different as to how we might think now.

 

Many of you will have seen the Harry Potter films. As he grows up, Harry begins to realise that he has a special mission in life, something to achieve. Other films have this kind of story too. In fact some of the biggest blockbuster movies are stories about the destiny of a particular person or group of people (Frodo in Lord of the Rings, Children in Narnia, Anakin/Luke Skywalker in Star Wars).

 

One of the things that we believe as followers of God is that we have all been created for a reason, whether we realise this or not. We are all unique and special in God’s eyes. We have a purpose for being here, a destiny. We sometimes call this a vocation – the thing that God is calling us to do, or the person he is calling us to be. Whether our lives are long or short, we will still have accomplished something.

 

The Bible is full of stories about people being called by God to do something with their lives. Sometimes that call is in the quiet of their hearts; sometimes it is heard very clearly.

 

Listen to the call of the first apostles.

 

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon Peter and his brother Andrew. They were fishermen and were casting their nets into the lake. Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men”. At once they dropped their nets and followed him. Going on from there, Jesus saw two more brothers, James and John. They too were fishermen and were mending their nets. Jesus called to them and they left their boat and followed him.

 

Our prayer today is that we might be open to the call of God and that the purpose of our lives will be revealed to us.

 

Short silence

 

Heavenly Father, all good things come from you and you have given a purpose to all that you have made. We thank you for loving each of us as your children. We ask that we too may learn to love, respect and care for others as you do. As we journey through life, we pray that we may always be aware of your hand gently guiding us in all that we do. We pray for each other that we may all realise what our purpose in life is and be able to achieve it with your help.

 

 

God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has given some work to me that he has given to no other.

 

I have my mission – I may not know and understand it in this life, but I will be told it in the life to come.

 

I have a part in his plans. I am a link in a chain, a connection between others.

 

God has not created me without a reason. I am here to do good. I will be a messenger of his peace. I will proclaim truth. I will keep his commandments and serve him in my calling.

I will trust God, whatever and wherever I am. He will never throw me away. I might not be able to see my purpose, I might not know my destiny, but I will be used in his wonderful plans

 

(Based on a prayer of Cardinal John Henry Newman)

 

Activities

1) Make a paper chain with everyone’s name on to stress the link we have with others in God’s plans. This can be stretched across the room or over a map of the world

2) Mix different colours of poster paint with water and get each pupil to come forward and put their fingerprint on a poster (maybe next to their name already written). Once dried let them study differences in their fingerprints with a magnifying glass. The poster can be entitled “We are all unique” or similar wording.

