What gives me life
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As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
(Gospel of Luke)

Have only one desire in living your life, to be and become, always what God wants you to be…..

(Jean Pierre Medaille)

These two sentences, one written about 2000 years ago, the other in the 17th century, fire my 21st century desire today to live my life as a Sister of St. Joseph of Annecy.

The sentence from Luke’s Gospel comes from the story of Jesus’ mother Mary visiting her cousin Elizabeth while both are pregnant.  It strikes me very deeply that the baby in Elizabeth’s womb recognises the holy in Mary and her unborn child, and reacts to it.  I had that experience the first time I visited the sisters I later joined.  Looking back now at this gut reaction, I believe the God in me recognised the same God in them and my desire has grown into a passion.

The second sentence was part of some advice given by the priest who began the group of sisters (congregation) I belong to, to some of the first women to join it.  It sums up all the vibrancy and energy that this way of life involves.  It is about a continual searching to find what God wants of me each day.  I will never have it all sussed out.  This “desire” means listening to God, talking to God, spending time with God.  It also means learning to recognise God in circumstances of life, in the people I meet or work with, as Elizabeth did.

This is at a personal level but I am part of a community and wider congregation of sisters so we also need to search out how to live this desire together.  Down through more than 350 years since we began there have been hard times of sickness and death, good times of life and growth, but the question is continually asked, “What does God want us to be now?”  Today, individually, and as a whole congregation we ask that question and listen for God’s answer as we try to respond to society’s needs as well as our won.  

This is what gives me life, fires my passion and helps me hold fast my desire!
