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Recommendations from England & Wales

Suggested Book Titles for Enquirers


1. The Risk of Discipleship: The Catholic Priesthood  
Roderick Strange
Top of Form

Product Details:

  Paperback 160 pages (March 15, 2004) 

  Publisher: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd 

  ISBN: 0232525129 
2. Priesthood in Reality: Living the Vocation of a Diocesan Priest in a Changing World  
Tony Philpot 

Product Details:

  Paperback 96 pages (December 1997) 

  Publisher: Kevin Mayhew 

  ISBN: 1840031476 
3. A Spiritual Theology of the Priesthood: The Mystery of Christ and the Mission of the Priest  
Dermot A. Power 

Top of Form

£14.99 (Amazon)
Edition: Paperback 
Product Details:

  Paperback 190 pages (December 1, 1998) 

  Publisher: Continuum International Publishing Group - T & T C 

  ISBN: 0567085953 
4. Living Priesthood  
Michael Hollings 

Top of Form

Amazon Price: £6.95 
Edition: Paperback 
Product Details:

  Paperback 262 pages (February 1977) 

  Publisher: McCrimmon Publishing Company 

  ISBN: 085597110X 

5. Simple Priesthood  
Sean Connolly 

Top of Form


Amazon Price: £6.98 
Edition: Paperback 
Product Details:

  Paperback 188 pages (February 1, 2001) 

  Publisher: St Pauls Publishing 

  ISBN: 081890884X 
6. Tears at Night, Joy at Dawn: Journal of a Dying Seminarian  
Andrew Robinson, Mike Conway, Michael Conway (Editor) 

Top of Form

Amazon Price: £5.99
Edition: Paperback 
Product Details:

  Paperback 120 pages (March 17, 2003) 

  Publisher: Alive Publishing Ltd 

  ISBN: 0954033523 
7. The Theology of Priesthood  
Donald Goergen, Ann Garrido (Editor), Benedict M. Ashley (Editor), Donald J. Goergen (Editor) 

Top of Form


Product Details:
  Paperback 232 pages (January 31, 2001) 

  Publisher: The Liturgical Press 

  ISBN: 0814650848 

Reviews
Synopsis
The contributors to The Theology of Priesthood explore in detail the fundamental questions being asked about the ordained priesthood today. The Theology of Priesthood includes ten essays that explore facets of ordained ministry and the ministerial priesthood. Paul Philibert, O.P., begins with an overview of issues involved in the contemporary discussion on priesthood within the Roman Catholic tradition. Frank Quinn, O.P., addresses the significance of language as it pertains to priesthood and ministry. Thomas O'Meara, O.P., situates the discussion on priesthood within the context of an expansion of ministry in the Church since Vatican II and the implications of this expansion for ministry in the future. Stephen DeLeers articulates a theology of priesthood grounded in Vatican II and post-Vatican II documents which focuses on the primacy of preaching. Thomas Rausch, S.J., reflects on priesthood as it has been experienced and understood within the context of apostolic religious life. Jack Risley, O.P., returns to the question of the relationship between ordained ministry and lay ministry. The final three articles reflect on ordained ministry from distinctive perspectives. Benedict Ashley, O.P., takes the Letter to the Hebrews as his starting point. Paul Wesche looks at priesthood through the lens of an Eastern Orthodox priest. Donald Goergen, O.P., asks what insights African theology, specifically African christology, might offer a contemporary Catholic theology of priesthood. Paul Philibert, O.P., provides a concluding reflection. Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

APPENDIX II

Recommendations from North America
Bottom of Form

	VISION Book List for Catholic Seekers 




	VISION asked vocation directors in the United States and Canada to recommend some contemporary books that would best help readers who are seeking a deeper understanding of Christianity and Catholicism. While we received more suggestions than we can print, what follows is a list of some good reading they and the VISION staff recommend. 

You’ll find books on Catholic life and spirituality, vocation, scripture, church, sacraments, theology, the saints and Mary; on mission, ministry, history, sexuality, and stewardship. 



Let us know what books have helped you
by sending us an email at: books@visionguide.info
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0385501811&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

God Underneath: Spiritual Memoirs of a Catholic Priest, by Edward L. Beck, C.P. (Doubleday, 2001), takes the reader through a series of reflections on how God is revealed in the people and events of our lives (for an excerpt from this book, see pages 58-63 of the print version of VISION 2005). 
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0385494181&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

The Holy Longing: The Search for a Christian Spirituality, by Ronald Rolheiser, O.M.I. (Doubleday, 1999). “Spirituality is about what we do with our unrest,” Rolheiser says. In this book he provides direction through spiritual restlessness and the many spiritual choices seekers face today. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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In Search of Belief, by Joan Chittister, O.S.B. (Liguori/Triumph, 1999). Spiritual author, Benedictine sister, and psychologist Joan Chittister takes a phrase by phrase look at the Apostles’ Creed, which she calls “a catalog of choices, an inventory of possibilities, a roster of visions.” 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=081120099X&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

New Seeds of Contemplation, by Thomas Merton (New Directions, 1962), is Merton’s classic collection of short essays on the contemplative life. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=1570754985&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Getting a Life: How to Find Your True Vocation, by Renée M. LaReau (Orbis Books, 2003). Through insights and stories, LaReau helps young adults seeking spiritual and practical guidance as they work through issues of careers and relationships. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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No One But You: Living Your Call in an Ever-Changing World, by Richard Gribble (Ave Maria Press, 2002). A book about the Christian vocation in the everyday, about being called to be a Christian in whatever life circumstances we find ourselves. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0809139731&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Selling All: Commitment, Consecrated Celibacy, and Community in Catholic Religious Life, by Sandra M. Schneiders, I.H.M. (Paulist Press, 2001). An examination of the reality of contemporary religious life, particularly women religious in ministry. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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Sing a New Song: The Christian Vocation, by Timothy Radcliffe, O.P. (Templegate Publishers, 1999). Writing as a Dominican priest, Radcliffe speaks to all Christians who want to understand more deeply their Christian vocation. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0425195112&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Unveiled: The Hidden Lives of Nuns, by Cheryl L. Reed (Berkley, 2004). Don’t be put off by the racy title. This book is a journalist’s loving and thorough treatment of contemporary North American religious sisters. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com



Vocations Anonymous: A Handbook for Adults Discerning Priesthood and Religious Life, by Kathy Bryant, R.S.C. (National Coalition for Church Vocations, 1997). What you need to hear—but frequently don’t know how to ask—regarding the discernment process, plus ideas for finding your way, growing in prayer, and asking the right questions. 

BUY NOW from the NCCV
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0809133385&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Jesus: A Gospel Portrait, by Donald Senior, C.P. (Paulist Press, 1992). Making use of the best scholarship, Senior offers a fresh, straightforward, and inspiring picture of Jesus as portrayed in the gospels. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0787959839&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

The Unexpected Teachings of Jesus: Encountering the Gospels All Over Again, by John Coleman (Jossey-Bass, 2002), offers a new way of knowing Jesus’ words and teachings that are sometimes the opposite of what we thought we understood. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0896225151&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Catholic Customs & Traditions: A Popular Guide, by Greg Dues (Twenty-Third Publications, 2000). Organized by the seasons of the church year and topics, such as sacraments and Mary and the saints, this readable and comprehensive guide explains Catholic practices and places them in historical and theological context. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=1580511317&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

The Great Mysteries: Experiencing Catholic Faith from the Inside Out, by Andrew M. Greeley (Sheed & Ward, 2003). Unlike most catechisms which start with doctrine, Greeley's book begins with human experience to ground doctrine and beliefs in people’s lives. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0879462272&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Invitation to Catholicism: Beliefs, Teachings, Practices, by Alice Camille (ACTA Publications, 2001), takes the reader from the mystery of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through scripture, sacraments, prayer, morality, and hope for the future. Each chapter includes questions to explore and faith response actions to take. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0809140632&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Understanding Catholicism, by Monika K. Hellwig (Paulist Press, 2002). Written by a respected American Catholic theologian, this classic work has helped thousands of readers understand the history and contemporary meaning of Catholicism and its doctrines. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0824513622&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Why Be Catholic?, by William J. O’Malley (Crossroad, 1993), explains what Christian faith is and what the Catholic Church has to do with it. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0764807188&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Doors to the Sacred: A Historical Introduction to Sacraments in the Catholic Church, by Joseph Martos (Liguori/Triumph, 2001). Martos’ book shows how one of the best ways to understand and participate in the seven sacraments in the present is to see how they developed in the past. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0883472392&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Catholic Thinkers in the Clear: Giants of Catholic Thought from Augustine to Rahner, by William A. Herr (Thomas More Press, 1985). A chronological survey of Catholic theologians and the development of Catholic theological thought. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0824516796&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

All Saints: Daily Reflections on Saints, Prophets, and Witnesses for Our Time (Crossroad, 1997) and The Saints’ Guide to Happiness (North Point Press, 2003), both by Robert Ellsberg. In All Saints Robert Ellsberg tells the stories of 365 holy people, both officially canonized and not. In The Saints’ Guide to Happiness, he looks at Christian people throughout the centuries in whom happiness and holiness converge. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0826414737&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Truly Our Sister: A Theology of Mary in the Communion of Saints, by Elizabeth A. Johnson, C.S.J. (Continuum, 2003), presents a view of Mary that is deeply satisfying not only theologically but emotionally and spiritually as well. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=1570753083&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Lives of Service: Stories from Maryknoll, photographs and text, by Jim Daniels (Orbis Books, 2001), profiles Maryknoll missioners living among the diverse peoples of the world. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0877936838&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Collaboration: Uniting Our Gifts in Ministry, by Loughlan Sofield, S.T. and Carroll Juliano, S.H.C.J. (Ave Maria Press, 2000). For anyone considering professional ministry, the authors provide a valuable resource to enliven the mission of the church and to make the vision of collaborative ministry proclaimed by the Second Vatican Council a reality. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0385505841&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

A Concise History of the Catholic Church, by Thomas Bokenkotter (Doubleday, 2002). First published in 1979, Bokenkotter's book has been one of the bestselling church histories of the past 20 years. Recently revised and expanded. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0824519825&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Tender Fires: The Spiritual Promise of Sexuality, by Fran Ferder and John Heagle (Crossroad, 2002), explores how a healthy Christian view of sexuality embraces our relationships, how we play, and even how we pray. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0892438746&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Celibacy: A Way of Loving, Living, and Serving, by A. W. Richard Sipe (Triumph Books, 1996), asks “What is celibacy?”, “what does it have to do with sexuality?”, and “what does celibacy have to do with me?” 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0809134500&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Earth Crammed with Heaven: A Spirituality of Everyday Life, by Elizabeth A. Dreyer (Paulist Press, 1994). A theological and practical overview of spirituality that sees everyday life as a sacred space where God and people interact. 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com


Still good the second time around...
The following books were recommended
in previous issues of VISION.
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0829419942&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Going on Retreat: A Beginner’s Guide to the Christian Retreat Experience, by Margaret Silf (Loyola Press, 2002). 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0787947350&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation, by Parker J. Palmer (Jossey-Bass, 2000). 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com

[image: image56.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0060617519&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

The Long Loneliness: The Autobiography of Dorothy Day, illustrated by Fritz Eichenberg (Harper & Row, 1952, 1981). 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=1580510817&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

In Good Company: The Fast Track from the Corporate World to Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience, by James Martin, S.J. (Sheed & Ward, 2000). 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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Prayer: A Practical Guide, by Martin Pable, O.F.M.Cap. (ACTA Publications, 2002). 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://service.bfast.com/bfast/click?bfmid=2181&sourceid=41187429&bfpid=0060628464&bfmtype=book" \t "_blank" 

Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home, by Richard J. Foster (Harper San Francisco, 2002, 10th Anniversary Edition). 

BUY NOW from BarnesandNoble.com



